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The NEWSLETTER
I N F O R M A T I O N A B O U T T H E FA M I L Y VA N O U W E R K E R K I N I S R A E L

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet, till her
vindication shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.” (Isaiah 62:1)

DEAR READERS
Greetings and shalom (peace of God) from all of us in Bat-Hen, Israel!
Next month we will be already living here for 2 years,
and in the meanwhile we are feeling pretty much at
home here. We miss our oldest daughter Andrea, her
husband Richard, and our grandson Leviano, just
like the rest of our family and friends back in Holland.
Besides of missing everyone, we know, and
experience, that it is good to be here. We are highly
impressed by everything that is going on in this
magnificent county. We know that it is good to
contribute to our cause in order to support our older
jewish “brothers and sisters”.

Driver License
In the end of last year, a new law made anyone who
had a foreign license redo their drivers exams. That
might seem easy, but after 25 years, retaking a
driver’s license exam in a different country and
language is pretty hard.
Since Harold needs a trailer for work, he had to take
an exam in order to get his license so that he could
drive a truck (C1).
Luckily, Jonathan, Levia, Tanny, and Harold all have
their Israeli Licenses.

The bible says: “I will bless those who bless you, and
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on
earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:3)

De Kids
Our three youngest children: Jonathan, David and Noah,
have finished their first year in the American International
School.
Since their first year in Israel has been in a regular
Israeli school, and now in an American school, their
knowledge of both these languages has expanded to the
fullest.

Jonathan (17);
“I wouldn’t want
to go back to
Holland, I’m way
too happy here”

David (15);

People in Israel are generally very hospitable. We find
this a very nice habit and decided to also acquire this
trait. Nowadays, many people from a large variety of
nationalities often come to visit and dine with us.
Levia plays soccer in Maccabi Kishronot Hadera and has
already gained great interest from the media. Like an
article in Laisha (biggest womenʼs magazine in Israel),
some regional newspapers, the Maʼariv (national
newspaper), and interviews on one of the bigger Israeli
tv-channels (channel 11). In the beginning of June, Levia
travelled together with her team to Holland to represent
Israel in an international soccer matches.
Levia was interviewed recently for the television and
said: “ I love to watch Dutch soccer, but I prefer to play
here in Israel ”

“After this whole
experience I have
the feeling I can
handle everything”.

Noah (10);
“I love the sun, the
sea, and the
kindness of the
people here in
Israel”

Grandpa and Leviano on a camel.

Tah-or

Politics

Since half a year ago Tah-Or ltd. is an exclusive
importer of MBB tail-lifts in Israel. This manufacturer
produces according to the highest safety requirements
products that, in our opinion, are one of the best in their
kind available on the market. We have already sold
many to the biggest companies in Israel. We also sell
technical parts to many different customers in this
country. It is our passion to share the knowledge we
created in our 25-year long experience as a business
family on the region of hydraulics and tail-lifts in Israel,
with the goal to improve the safety and quality on the
local market.

In 1922 the world society -the league of nationsdecided to give the Jews, which have been captured,
discriminated, and prosecuted, an opportunity to own
their own land where the former British Mandate was
once located. On May 14th 1948, the State of Israel
was recognized by the world. Check more for the
“Arabic Israeli War of 1948” on wikipedia:

Tah-Or imports and sells excellent Israeli “Kfar-Vitkin
Wines” to Holland. Harold and Tanny went together with
the wine producers, Doron and Sharona, to Holland for
5 days in March to promote the wines. Levia and
Andrea have also started to be active in Holland for the
company. At the moment, the Vitkin wine is being sold
in some of the better restaurants and wineries in
Amsterdam and Apeldoorn. For extra information go to:
www.tah-or.nl

Itʼs a miracle to see that Israel has grown to be a
country that is both industrially and technologically
advanced, due to all of the problems that had occurred
here throughout that last 63 years.
We were proud to hear the speech that President
Netanyahu has held for the American Congress. In
this speech, it was made clear that before Israel would
create a peace treaty with Palestine, the Palestinian
government would first have to recognize Israel as a a
Jewish State and break all connections with terrorist
organizations. Jerusalem has to stay undivided under
Israeli rule, because this way it is guaranteed that
Arabs, Christians, and Jews can safely live in harmony
with the freedom to visit the ancient city.
Also, President Netanyahu notices that a peace treaty
doesnʼt guarantee a peace just yet. Therefore, Israeli
control on the boarder lines is mandatory. For
example, in the peace treaty held between Israel and
Egypt on the 26th of March 1979, it was stated that
Egypt would do everything in its power to prevent
import in Gaza of weapons. Now, since the 28th May,
2011, Egypt has gone back on its word and opened
the boarder line in Rafa, Gaza for all people. The
Egyptian minister of foreign business, Nabil el-Araby,
is currently in conversation with the Hamas in order to
ease the restrictions further.
The Freedom Flotilla 2 which is expected in Gaza
towards the end of June 2011, being supported by
Gretta Duisenberg, which at the same time dares to
call Israel a “Temporarily Existing Nation”, is
provocative. These sorts of remarks are what truly
angers us, and we choose to make clear, together with
members of the American Congress, that we are more
than proud to stand behind the Democratic State of
Israel and whoever represents it!

Activities
Our stay in Israel hasnʼt remained unremarked. Often
people ask us why we left Holland for Israel. It's easy for
us to be sincere about this. We certainly didn't leave for
business alone. We wanted to mean something for this
young country, and be a part of its society. It is, for
example, a great joy that for 2 years we have a special
friendship with Esther. She is 83 years old and the only
Jewish Holocaust survivor from her birthplace in Poland.
To her we are like a new family, and communicate in
partial Yiddish and partial German.

Nearly everyone we meet is very kind and
welcoming, and since there is always something to
celebrate here in Israel, it is very easy to make an
appointment with someone. We highly enjoy the
visitors from Holland, who come often to our house,
so that we can show them around Israel. Due to the
media, people have created a negative image of
Israel when they come to visit. However, after they
do visit, most people return home with a whole
different outlook on this country.
Our donkey “Dori” (see pictures), who was injured
badly last year, has completely recovered. On top of
that, she has given birth to a beautiful foal we call
“Mercy”.
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